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RECKLESS DRIVING AND RESTRICTED LICENSE 

QUESTION:  I went to court on what I thought was a speeding charge because I was going 85 
mph on 55 mph zone.  The charging document said Reckless Driving but I figured it was a 
speeding charge and thought I could just explain the situation to the judge and get a fine or 
something.  However, not only did the court found me guilty of Reckless Driving but also the 
court suspended my driver’s license for 6 months.  I have to go to work and pick up my kids 
from school every day and I have no idea how to arrange this.  Does Reckless Driving charge 
carry a suspended license penalty and what can I do about my situation? 

ANSWER:  This is a common situation in which what a client thought was a simple speeding 
ticket turns into a Reckless Driving conviction with suspended license.   In Virginia, there are 
few traffic offenses that are classified as a Misdemeanor 1 charges:  DWI is one of them and 
Reckless Driving is another.  In Reckless Driving conviction, the court may also suspend your 
driver’s license for 6 months.  Not many clients know what a restricted license means and what 
you are permitted to do under a restricted license.   

 A restricted license means exactly that:  it is a “restricted” license to be used in certain 
circumstances.  This means you are permitted to drive in only certain situation:  your work, your 
school (if you’re a student), medical appointments for yourself and household members, 
dropping off and picking up children to and from school, and church.  That’s it.  You are not 
allowed to go grocery shopping or take kids to extra-curriculum activities (like soccer and 
football) or make small errands while go to and from work.  I don’t know how many times I’ve 
heard clients ask me “but can I just include this” or “can I just add that” in a restricted license 
application, only to have it denied by the judge. 

You must carry your restricted license at all times.  If you are stopped by a police officer, the 
first thing he’ll ask you if finds out your license is suspended is your Restricted License Court 
Order outlining the limits of the restricted license .  For example, when you request a restricted 
license, you are required to provide in the application the exact location of your employer, 
when you expect to leave from your house, when you expect to arrive at work, when you 
expect to leave from your work and when you expect to arrive back at the house.  If you are 
granted medical appointments, you will be expected to carry with you a doctor’s appointment 
card or letter defining when and where you are expected for appointment. 

With such detailed information, you can be sure that if you stray from the parameters set forth 
in the restricted license (for example you stopped by a grocery store that is two blocks out of 
the way from work), the police officer can cite you with violation of the restricted license, and 
charge you with separate and additional crime of Driving While on Suspended License, which is 
another Misdemeanor I crime.  In that instance, the judge may not grant you another restricted 
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license and you won’t be able drive until your probation ends, which can be 6 months to one 
year. 

If your circumstances change during the probationary period of the restricted license, you can 
reapply for another restricted license, as long as you did not commit any serious traffic violation.  
When applying for a restricted license or amending a restricted license, you will be required 
obtain your driver’s record from DMV as well as “compliance report” from DMV that there are 
no outstanding traffic violations in your record. 

A simple traffic charge can sometimes cause enormous problem and headache for the driver.  
Whenever you received a Reckless Driving charge, it is always a good idea to consult an 
attorney to review all your options. 

 


